AFTER MOTHER INDIA

Mr. Hartshorn :x  Is there no provision in the

postal regulations, which would ensure the

proper delivery of your letters.
Mr. Mullick:   Yes, but caste postmen follow

their own regulations.   We want an enquiry

into this matter.2

This of the outcaste's life in Bengal.

The Madrassee 'Adi Dravidas,5 in a manifesto, ad-
dressed to Sir John Simon, give their number as
8,000,000 souls and explain exactly what they are :a
'Although the lower orders 6f Indian society or the
casteless classes are known as the depressed classes, we
of the South are known as the untouchables and un-
approachables.' Speaking of means of livelihood they
say:

Since a very high percentage of our poor folk
living in rural areas have no habitations of their
own in most of the districts of the Madras Presi-
dency, but are allowed by sufferance to live on the
lands of the landowning higher classes, any
demand for wages for work contributed by the De-
pressed classes or any attempt to assert independ-
ence is highly resented by their caste masters,
which resentment seldom fails to exhibit itself in

1 Rt. Hon. Vemon Hartshorn, Member of the Simon Com-
mission, Labour Member of Parliament for the Ogmore Division of
Glamorganshire.

2 Madras Mail) Madras, January 22nd, 1929.

3 Printed Appeal addressed to Sir John Simon, Chairman of the
Parliamentary Statutory Commission by the Sambava Mahajana
Sangham} High Ground, Palamcottah, Madras, May 28th, 1928.
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